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August Program  
The Sedgwick Reserve  

by Andrew Hankin 

Set in the heart of the Santa Ynez Valley, the Sedgwick Reserve stands not only as a historical tribute to 

the Valley’s agricultural heritage, but offers a breathtaking picture of what California was like for centu-

ries, before Western man brought "progress" to this part of the globe. The Sedgwick Reserve contains 

much of the watershed of Figueroa Creek; from rolling oak savannah; to grassland harboring many    

native grasses; to the gray pine forest extending into the Los Padres National Forest to the north. Deer 

and other wildlife may be spotted in the meadows and watering along the creek as it flows toward the 

Santa Ynez River. 

The original Rancho La Laguna ranch headquarters, bunkhouses, 

barns and vintage farm implements speak to the ranching history 

of Santa Barbara County, dating to the Mexican rancho days. 

Archaeologists have catalogued Chumash burial sites over 2,000 

years old. An art studio overlooking the valley reminds us of the 

artistic and educational tradition that was instilled by Duke Sedg-

wick, sculptor and long-time owner of the Sedgwick Ranch. 

Today the Sedgwick Reserve is being used extensively for research, arts and education programs: up to 

6,400 visitors a year. Scientists from UCSB and other institutions around the world participate in       

ecological and agricultural research at Sedgwick.  Major research projects include the study of oak tree    

regeneration; native grass competition with invasive plant species; the ecological role of pocket gophers; 

and many other studies related to the rich populations of native plants, lichen, insects, reptiles, and verte-

brate animals that make their home in the Reserve. 

Full story http://www.sblandtrust.org/sedgwick.html 

Specification sheet http://nrs.ucop.edu/Reserves/Sedgwick.pdf 

Kate McCurdy, Director of the Sedgwick Reserve, and HSSB member Nick DiCroce, a docent 

there, will talk and answer questions about this marvelous natural area of Santa Barbara County. 

Saturday, August 15th in the Patio Room at Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Road                   

(Las Positas exit off the 101, midway between UCSB & SBCC) in Santa Barbara. 

Join us for socializing at 2:30 p.m. 

Meeting starts promptly at 3:00 p.m. 

Dinner at 5:00 p.m. following the meeting, details on page 3. 

http://www.sblandtrust.org/sedgwick.html
http://nrs.ucop.edu/Reserves/Sedgwick.pdf
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Contact Information 
 

Board of Directors 2009-2010  
Officers: 
 

President: Roger Schlueter  
962-6316 drrogers@cox.net  
 

Secretary: Hugh Smart  
961-8191 hughsmart@aol.com  
 
Treasurer: Ray Stone  
682-2123 rstone@west.net  
 
 
Board Members/At Large:  
 

Wayne Beckman  
Dick Cousineau  
Andrew Hankin  
Diane Krohn  
Ray Stone  
Nancy Wahl  
Adrian Wenner  
Mary Wilk  
 
 
Committee Chairpersons/Other Contacts  
 

Membership: Mary Wilk  
967-3045 mwilk@cox.net  
 
Publicity: Andrew Hankin  
965-3739 green_helmet@hotmail.com  
 
Programs: Dick Cousineau  
687-2371 dkcgeo@cox.net  
 
Social Justice: Marian Shapiro  
968-0478 marianshapiro@cox.net  
 
Book Club: Marty Shapiro  
968-0478 martinshapiro@cox.net  
 
Newsletter Editor: Neal Rosenthal 
HSSB_Editor@cox.net 
 
Web Master: Wayne Beckman  
569-5503 hssbwebmaster@cox.net  

Membership Notes 
by Mary Wilk 

Humanist Society meetings are usually held 

on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 3 pm 

in the Patio Room of Vista del Monte, 3775 

Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara, CA. More infor-

mation is available at our web site: 

www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 

or by contacting any of the board members 

listed in the left-hand column of this page. 

If you would like a copy of this newsletter 

mailed to a friend or someone who might be 

interested in our Society, please send their 

contact information to: PO Box 30232, Santa 

Barbara, CA 93130, or call Mary Wilk.    

Alternatively, all of our newsletters are 

available at the web address shown above. 

If you are not already a member, we en-

courage you to join our Society. Annual 

membership dues are $36 for a single per-

son, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) 

for a sponsor.  Members receive the 

monthly newsletter and have the option of 

attending meetings, outings and special 

events  sponsored by the Society. 

Those unable to attend our monthly meet-

ings may subscribe to our newsletter for an 

annual fee of $20, but are not entitled to 

other membership privileges. When attend-

ing our meetings, a donation of $2 from 

members and $5 from non-members is     

appreciated. First or second-time visitors 

are welcome on a complimentary basis.   

For more information, please contact    

Mary Wilk or any member of our Society. 

mailto:drrogers@cox.net
mailto:hughsmart@aol.com
mailto:rstone@west.net
mailto:martinshapiro@cox.net
http://www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
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News About Members 
by Mary Wilk 

We are pleased to welcome the following new    

member to our society: 

Andrew Vonnegut 

Santa Barbara 

Also “welcome back” to returning member: 

Kenneth Foresta 

Santa Barbara 

It is with sadness that we report the death of our 

long-time member Ray Kubacki. For eleven 

years he regularly attended our meetings, and 

was a  generous sponsor of our cause.  He was 

also a patron of the Arts and had served as 

president of the Santa Barbara Art Association. 

 ☼  

 

HSSB Social Brunch... 
is a secular gathering for humanists, atheists, 

agnostics, skeptics, freethinkers, singles,      

couples and families without religion, on the 

last Sunday morning of every month.  No cover 

charge – pay only for your food + drink.    

Membership and reservations aren't necessary. 

10 a.m. Sunday, August 30th at Cody's Cafe, 
4898 Hollister Ave. in the Turnpike Center, 

Goleta, in the room to the right as you enter the 

restaurant. For information call 805-967-3045 

(Membership Chair Mary Wilk is a regular   

attendee, e-mail mwilk@cox.net). 

☼  

Upcoming Events 
by Dick Cousineau 

I am pleased to report that our plate is full with 

exiting and informative speakers for the  re-

maining part of this year and well into 2010.  

This month, on August 15th, we welcome       

Kate McCurdy, the Administrator of the  

Sedgwick Reserve , who will give us a virtual 

guided tour  of the reserve, its mission, and its 

importance to the ecological balance in the 

Santa Ynez Valley. Our own Nick Di Croce, 

docent at the reserve, will introduce Kate.     

Socializing starts at 2:30 in the Patio Room at 

Vista del Monte. 

On September 19th Craig Smith, one of the 

leading bloggers of the Santa Barbara scene, 

will bring us up to date regarding the political 

goings and comings of our fair city.  “A man in 

the know,” Craig should be insightful and  en-

tertaining.  Bring your questions about city      

government.  Socializing starts at 2:30 in the 

Patio Room at Vista del Monte. 

October 17 is the date for us to hear Superior 

Court Judge Jim Gray speak on the decrimi-

nalization of Marijuana in California.  Judge 

Gray has had many years adjudicating drug 

cases on the Bench in Orange County and has 

insights into this topic that we can only begin to 

know.  This program should be of riveting in-

terest to our membership, as well as the general 

public. Socializing starts at 2:30 in the Faulk-

ner Gallery of the Downtown Public Library.    

☼  

Welcome to Our New Editor 

by Roger Schlueter 

I would like to welcome our new Secular    

Circular editor, Neal Rosenthal.  Neal has 

taken on this important role as of this August, 

2009 edition of our newsletter.  Since the  

Secular Circular is the principle vehicle for 

(Continued on page 4) 

August Dining Out 

Our August 15th dining “out” will be a dining 

“in” at the Patio Room at Vista del Monte! 

Rather than going to a restaurant afterwards, 

those interested will remain at the Patio Room 

and enjoy a delicious dinner served by the Vista 

del Monte catering staff. 

After the meeting we’ll have a wine reception 

in the area outside of the Patio Room while the 

(Continued on page 6) 

mailto:mwilk@cox.net
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A Society Milestone 
by Roger Schlueter 

The Humanist Society of Santa Barbara will 

celebrate its 15th birthday in May, 2010.  This 

is a significant milestone for us and a cause for 

celebration.  So celebrate we will. 

Led by one of our “Founding Fathers”, Dick 

Cousineau, a small group of volunteers has  

begun planning efforts for a gala celebration.  

We anticipate having a grand event to include 

good food, renowned speakers, at both the    

national and local levels, and engaging secular 

camaraderie. 

Our 10th anniversary celebration included    

nationally known personalities Tom Flynn,  

editor of Free Inquiry magazine and Eddie   

Tabash, a prominent first amendment activist 

and long-time Board member of the Center for 

Inquiry. Our 15th anniversary celebration will 

continue this tradition by featuring Dan Barker, 

co-president of the Freedom from Religion 

Foundation, as one of our speakers.  Other nota-

ble personalities are being considered as partici-

pants in our festivities.  So put  May 15th, 2010 

on your calendar. You won’t want to miss it. 

As details of this celebration are finalized, the 

ad hoc 15th anniversary planning committee 

will keep you apprised.  Do you have any 

thoughts on what we should include in our 

event?  If so, please let Dick know. 

☼  

Itôs Baaa-ak 
by Roger Schlueter 

On December 18, 2007, Congressman Randy 

Forbes (R V̀A) introduced HR888, a resolution 

Affirming the rich spiritual and religious his-

tory of our Nation's founding and subsequent 

history and expressing support for designation 

of the first week in May as 'American Religious 

History Week' for the appreciation of and edu-

cation on America's history of religious faith.  

This resolution garnered 93 co-sponsors but 

eventually never even came up for a vote. 

In today’s fast-paced political environment you 

would rightly think dead bills from the last 

Congress are just that – dead. So what’s the   

big deal? 

The big deal is that the resolution is not dead.  

Congressman Forbes has reintroduced it as 

HR397 and is calling it “America’s Spiritual 

Heritage Week”; view his speech about the bill 

here.  This year it has 64 co-sponsors; thank-

fully, our Congresswoman, Lois Capps, is not 

among them.  Here is a more complete dissec-

tion of the content and history of the bill. 

The text of HR397 differs insignificantly from 

that of its predecessor, HR 888.  But note the 

subtle title change.  “Religious History” has 

morphed into “Spiritual Heritage”.  Both word 

changes are significant.  “Religious” has be-

come “Spiritual” because Forbes recognized 

that passing a resolution privileging religion 

over non-religion would run afoul of the First 

Amendment.  “History” has become “Heritage” 

because HR 888 was criticized for its false his-

torical assertions, but the word, “heritage” does 

not have the connotation of factual accuracy. 

The historical lies contained in the 75(!) 

“whereas” clauses come directly from the 

Christian Reconstructionist movement.  I don’t 

have space here to go into any of them, but go 

to the above link for more information.  Beyond 

the details, note that the bill only includes 

Christianity in its “Spiritual Heritage”.  On this 

ground alone it is unacceptable if not unconsti-

tutional. 

(Continued on page 6) 

communications regarding Society activities, it 

is a vital element of our organization.  I have 

every confidence that Neal will continue to 

produce what I firmly believe to be one of the 

best Humanist newsletters anywhere. 

Neal steps into the very big footsteps of our 

retiring editor, Diane Krohn.  Diane has consis-

tently produced a high quality, timely and in-

teresting newsletter.  I am sure I speak for all 

(ñNew Editorò continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpQOCvthw-o
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/chris-rodda/its-back----randy-forbes_b_197109.html
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Book Club  
by Marty Shapiro 

Our Humanist Book Club will meet this month 

to discuss our selection, Bill Bryson's very   

entertaining The Mother Tongue - English and 

how it got that way.  Here is a knowledge-

able review from Amazon.com: 

ñWho would have thought that a book about 

English would be so entertaining? Certainly not 

this grammar-allergic reviewer, but The Mother 

Tongue pulls it off admirably. Bill Bryson ï a 

zealot ï is the right man for the job. Who else 

could rhapsodize about "the colorless murmur 

of the schwa" with a straight face? It is his   

unflagging enthusiasm, seeping from between 

every sentence, that carries the book.ò 

When:  Wednesday, August 19 at 1:30 p.m. 

Where: The home of new Society member 

Patricia Edgerton, 3116 Calle Fresno  (off 

San Roque, just south of Foothill). 562-1512. 

☼  

July Meeting: Bible Thumpers 
Use Law to Get into Schools  

by Robert Bernstein 

Katherine and Matthew Stewart gave a rather 

frightening look at "Bible Thumping in Public 

Schools" at the July meeting. Frightening be-

cause stealth tactics are working to get funda-

mentalist Christian proselytizing into our public 

schools. And even more frightening because the 

evangelist fundamentalists are turning the law 

and reality on its head by using the courts to 

their advantage. 

The Good News Club is the organization they 

discovered trying to sneak its way into their 

daughter's Cold Spring School in Montecito. 

Until then, physical fitness activities were the 

extent of their daughter's extra-curricular activi-

ties and they thought they would check out 

what the Good News Club was about. They 

quickly realized it was part of a fundamentalist 

religious organization called Child Evangelism 

Fellowship. 

The US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 

ruled in Good News Club v. Milford Central 

School that if a forum was open to any groups it 

must be open to all groups. And this is the case 

that has been used to get the Good News Club 

in for after-school activities around the country. 

But children do not notice the difference be-

tween during and after school activities. They 

just know that adults and clergy are conducting 

these activities in school, and adults, clergy and 

school are to be respected.  Effectively, the 

school becomes a church after school hours, 

which permeates the school at all hours. And 

for some poor working parents, the Good News 

Club becomes free after-school care for children. 

The most immediate effect is faith-based peer 

pressure which soon turns to faith-based bully-

ing. The Good News Club's "curriculum" is full 

of original sin and warnings that the only way 

to heaven is through Jesus. Children often tell 

each other they will go to hell if they are        

not Christian. 

What is to be done? Because of the pro-
(Continued on page 6) 

oppose Prop 4 (requiring all teens to notify 

their parents before seeking an abortion),   

and to add our name to the Coalition Against 

Gun Violence. Last year we also supported 

our local Health Care for All organization,         

of which many Humanists are already    

members.  Sometimes support involves send-

ing a member to an event, adding our name  

to a list of supporters, individual members 

putting up lawn signs, or making a small   

financial contribution from our board.  Again, 

no member is ever required to take any action 

at all.  We understand that, although human-

ists support social justice, this doesn’t mean 

that every member supports all the issues. 

If social justice issues are important to you,  

you may want to volunteer to be on the social 

justice committee.  We welcome your partici-

pation.  To join, call Marian at 968-0478. 

(ñSocial Justice Committeeò continued from page 7) 
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After all the whereas clauses, there are four 

“resolved” clauses that can, at best, be          

described as disturbing.  The second asserts an 

“inseparable foundation” between faith and our 

governmental structure.  This flies in the face  

of the fact that our constitution creates just     

the opposite. 

The third whereas clause tries to circumvent 

ongoing judicial cases by advocating that reli-

gious displays on “public buildings and educa-

tional resources” be allowed. Of course, 

“religious displays” means the Ten Command-

ments” and “public buildings” includes our 

court buildings, among others, and “educational 

resources” is code for schools.  Stripped of the 

obfuscating language, the third whereas           

of HR397 intends to promote Christianity  

wherever possible. 

To be honest, I think HR397 will see the same 

fate as HR888, but prudence would suggest  

that you let Congresswoman Capps know  

where you stand. 

☼ 

(HR397 continued from page 4) 

fundamentalist (often called "conservative")  

make-up of the Supreme Court, some major 

groups are waiting for the Court to change to  

try to bring any cases.  They are afraid to lose 

cases now and set bad precedents. 

But there are still some challenges possible. 

Parents can and should go to these Good News 

meetings and tell what is really said there.     

We can demand diversity training in schools. 

Mainstream churches also may be allies in see-

ing evangelical groups as undermining their 

own teachings. There already have been cases 

of Jewish children being harassed and even  

converted and the same is almost certainly   

happening to children from more liberal    

Christian churches as well. 

Fortunately, when the Good News Club showed 

(ñGood News Clubò continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Upcoming Events 
by Dick Cousineau 

I am pleased to report that our plate is full with 

exciting and informative speakers for the      

remaining part of this year and well into 2010.        

This month, on August 15th, we welcome       

Kate McCurdy, the Administrator of the  

Sedgwick Reserve , who will give us a virtual 

guided tour of the reserve, its mission, and its 

importance to the ecological balance in the 

Santa Ynez Valley.  Our own Nick Di Croce, 

docent at the reserve, will introduce Kate.     

Socializing starts at 2:30 in the Patio Room, 

Vista del Monte. 

On September 19th, Craig Smith, one of the 

leading bloggers of the Santa Barbara scene, 

will bring us up to date regarding the political 

goings and comings of our fair city.  “A man in 

the know”, Craig should be insightful and enter-

taining.  Bring your questions about city      

government.  Socializing starts at 2:30 in the 

Patio Room, Vista del Monte. 

October 17 is the date for us to hear Superior 

Court Judge Jim Gray speak on the decrimi-

nalization of Marijuana in California.   Judge 

Gray has had many years adjudicating drug 

cases on the Bench in Orange County and has 

insights into this topic that we can only begin to 

know.  This program should be of riveting inter-

est to our membership as well as to the general 

public.  Socializing starts at 2:30 in the Faulk-

ner Gallery of the Downtown Public Library. 

☼  

staff sets up the buffet.  We’ll then go through 

the buffet line and eat dinner at tables set up 

back in the Patio Room. 

The wine reception includes house wines and 

non-alcoholic beverages. The buffet includes 

salad, rolls, two entrees, rice, mashed potatoes, 

vegetables and assorted desserts. Coffee and tea 

are included. 

(ñDining Outò continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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of us when I say a hearty, “THANK YOU VERY 

MUCH, Diane”. 

This transition also gives me an opportunity to 

remind all of you that you too can contribute   

to the content of our newsletter.  Do you have a 

comment about our latest speaker and/or topic?  

Do you want to suggest a new direction for the 

Society?  Is there a local, state or national issue 

that you want to bring to the attention of our 

members?  If so, put your ideas on paper (well, 

ok, into a computer file) and send them to Neal.  

The Secular Circular is open to all; make your 

voice be heard. 

(ñNew Editorò continued from page 4) 

up at the Cold Spring School, no children     

attended. But six of nine Goleta schools already 

have active Good News Clubs. And clearly in 

small towns across America it is a much harder 

battle, as people fear for their businesses or 

even personal safety. 

We must be vigilant and support any and all 

organizations willing to battle what are effec-

tively sectarian hate groups. And thanks to the 

Stewarts for their success at Cold Spring and 

for opening our eyes to what is happening. 

(ñGood News Clubò continued from page 6) 

What is the Social Justice Committee of the Humanist Society? 
By Marian Shapiro, Social Justice Committee Chairperson 

As a Humanist Organization, we are more than just non-believers, freethinkers, agnostics or atheists.  We 

believe that our future is not in the hands of a god, but is up to human beings.  Humanists are     commit-

ted to taking care of our environment, to supporting education, science, reason, equal rights for all, and 

democracy, while working toward a society that looks out for our fellow beings, treats animals hu-

manely, aims to enhance our society with music and art, and, most importantly, fights for a clear  separa-

tion between religion and government.  These are the values of Humanism and can be found on the web 

sites of Humanist organizations, such as:  

http://www.americanhumanist.org 

http://humaniststudies.org/amsterdam.html 

http://www.galah.org/humdesc.html  

http://humaniststudies.org/humphil.html  

http://redbankhumanists.org/PDF/HumanistManifesto_III.pdf  

When there are issues of social justice in our community, our society may 

choose to take a position.  No member is ever required to agree with, support 

or take any action regarding such issues.  We have many members, however, who do choose to get     

involved individually in social justice issues, such as helping people who are less fortunate, campaigning 

for a raise in the minimum wage, supporting reproductive health, volunteering to help in schools,           

or bringing meals to elderly or sick residents, cooking in a soup kitchen, registering voters or  demon-

strating against war.  I know members in our society who have done each of these activities. 

Much as churches advocate for social justice positions, the Social Justice Committee considers sugges-

tions from any HSSB member for issues that the Committee or the Society as a whole may want to     

support.  When we receive a suggestion, our committee of 11 members votes on whether we want to sup-

port that issue. If our committee supports the issue, we then let the Board of Directors know and ask       

if they would like to support that issue as the Board. 

In the past, the board has chosen to lend support to the defeat of Prop 8 (banning gay marriage), to      

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.americanhumanist.org/Who_We_Are/About_Humanism/Humanist_Manifesto_III
http://www.americanhumanist.org/Who_We_Are/About_Humanism/Humanist_Manifesto_III
http://www.galah.org/humdesc.html
http://humaniststudies.org/humphil.html
http://redbankhumanists.org/PDF/HumanistManifesto_III.pdf
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The Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

Join the Alzheimerôs    
Memory Walk 
by Ray Stone 

As part of our effort to offer members the op-

portunity to participate in worthwhile commu-

nity activities, HSSB will field a Team in this 

year’s Alzheimer’s Association fund raising 

Memory Walk to be held at Santa Barbara’s 

Chase Palm Park Friday, Sept. 11th at 4:30 pm.  

Alzheimer’s disease is a growing epidemic that 

is now the seventh leading cause of death in the 

United States.  As many as 5.3 million Ameri-

cans are living with Alzheimer’s disease, and 

funds raised will provide support services to 

our community’s victims and their families, 

while also contributing to critically needed  

research. 

Those who volunteer will be assigned a task to 

fit their abilities and time schedule.  Volunteers 

are needed to help set up, to register walkers, 

as food servers, etc.  Walkers will enjoy a    

catered dinner from Rincon Catering, with mu-

sic by Ulysses S. Jasz Band following the walk. 

If you are interested in volunteering as a worker 

contact Howard Harvey of the Alzheimer’s  

Association at 892-4259. If you’d like to join 

the Humanist Team of Walkers, drop an email 

to Ray Stone, rstone@west.net, or call him      

at 682-2123.  For more information please go to 

www.alz.org/cacentralcoast. 

☼  

The total price for this sumptuous dining ex-

perience is only $20 per person – the same price 

as last year! 

Reservations are required so please e-mail 

Roger at DrRogerS@cox.net or call 962-6316 

to let him know if you will be attending. Ad-

vance payment is not required; it will be ac-

cepted prior to the start of the regular meeting. 

(ñDining Outò continued from page 6) 

http://www.alz.org/cacentralcoast
mailto:DrRogerS@cox.net

